
2020 Justin Sheftel Memorial Scholarship Award Recipients

NOAH MOREEF

“I would like to thank the Sheftel family 
and the committee for honoring me with 
the Justin Sheftel Memorial Scholarship. 
Justin’s memory lives on in his family and 
friends, the same people that come back 
year after year to honor him and celebrate 
his life at the Sheftel Tournament. I will do 
my role in honoring his memory during my 
college years and beyond through hard 
work, determination and continuing to 
serve my community.

This fall I will be attending Temple Univer-
sity majoring in Mathematics and Finance, 
and plan on playing club volleyball. 
Beyond college I hope to have a career 
that I am passionate about and love, but 
more importantly to be a helper. I want 
to reach out into my community and do 
good where I can. I will carry the lessons I 
learned from Justin’s legacy as I continue 
into this next stage. I will emulate the 
uncommon hero and his example. Thank 
you again to the Sheftel family for this 
honor and all you do for the community.”

CARRIE SPANGLER

“I am truly honored to have received this 
generous award. I would like to thank the 
Sheftel Family and the scholarship com-
mittee for this exciting opportunity, and for 
the kindness they have shown me along 
the way. Justin Sheftel was a truly inspiring 
person, and I am grateful to become a part 
of carrying on his legacy. At Penn State, I 
will be majoring in Agricultural Science, and 
I hope to one day work in the USDA and 
support those in the agriculture commu-
nity. Thanks to the Sheftel program, I will 
be a step closer to achieving that goal of 
helping others, which was something that 
Justin strived to do throughout his life. Like 
Justin, I have been an active member of my 
community and school, and I will continue 
that spirit through college as a reminder of 
his life and character. Thank you again to 
the Sheftel family and the committee for 
awarding me this opportunity.”

JAKE SPEIGEL

“Words can not express how honored I am 
that I have been chosen to receive the Justin 
Sheftel Memorial Scholarship. I was shocked 
to learn of my selection for this honor and 
am deeply humbled to have been chosen 
for this award knowing what it stands for. 
When I read the scholarship application, 
I immediately connected with Justin. It is 
that same determination, hard work and 
easy going personality that got me through 
my toughest moments. The ability to push 
through, and get done what needs to be 
done, with grace.

I will be attending James Madison University, 
where I will be studying Physics. It is there 
where I hope to continue to honor Justin 
through my hard work and dedication. I will 
use the physics that I learn to help those 
who have cancer, like I once did. I will do this 
because I want to give back to those who 
helped me when I needed it most. I also have 
a passion for soccer and am able to find the 
right balance between school and sports and 
be able to play while I am at school.“ 
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To celebrate Justin by providing athletic and educational opportunities
for underserved youth in the greater Lehigh Valley. 

The Scholarship program started in 2006 one year after Justin died, to date we have awarded $210,000 in scholarships. We now support 
the Parkland School and Allentown School Districts, awarding scholarships to graduating seniors. We are very proud of our scholarship 
recipients and their accomplishments. They participate when they can in the tournament, either as a player, volunteer or captain of a team.

Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund Mission Statement



Past Scholarship Recipients

Jennifer continued to 
virtually attend PACE 
University pursuing a 
major in biology and 
a minor in spanish. 
She is currently work-
ing as a UPS Helper 
delivering packages 
until the next semes-
ter begins.

Jennifer Wu Hung
(2019 Recipient)

Sophia is in her third 
year of a 5-year MA 
program for Early and 
Special Education at 
the University of Pitts-
burgh. She’s an online 
mentor to interna-
tional students in 
China through the Pitt 
To You Program and 
serves as a student 
ambassador for Pitt’s 
School of Education.

Sophia Colarusso
(2018 Recipient)

Mike is a senior at 
La Salle Universi-
ty with a double 
major in accounting 
and finance and 
a pitcher on the 
baseball team. After 
graduation, he will 
join Ernst & Young 
in Philadelphia in 
the assurance ser-
vice line.Mike Jenkins

(2017 Recipient)

Edwin started a data 
science minor and 
is currently mentor-
ing first-generation 
college applicants 
for Matriculate.

Edwin Chalas
(2019 Recipient)

Olivia is a senior 
at Bloomsburg 
University and will 
be graduating with a 
bachelor’s in nursing! 
She’s been working at 
Lehigh Valley Hospi-
tal - Cedar Crest as a 
nurse extern and has 
accepted a Graduate 
Nurse position at Le-
high Valley Hospital.Olivia Schantz

(2017 Recipient)

Alex graduated 
from the University 
of Pittsburgh in May 
with a Bachelor of 
Science in Computer 
Engineering. He start-
ed a full-time position 
in August at a small 
technical consulting 
company, srcLogic, 
located in Arlington.

Alex Clewell
(2016 Recipient)

George is a sopho-
more at the University 
of Scranton majoring 
in accounting. He 
is a catcher on the 
baseball team and a 
student representa-
tive on the Student 
Athlete Advisory 
Committee.

George Jenkins
(2019 Recipient)

Robert is preparing 
for the MCATs and is 
working as a Senior 
Admission Fellow at 
Hamilton College. 
He has been trying 
to keep busy while 
being safe during 
the pandemic and 
hoping that he’s able 
to have a lacrosse 
season this spring!RJ Corba

(2018 Recipient)

Kristin graduated 
from Penn State 
in May 2020 with a 
degree in Elementary 
Education. She is 
currently teaching 
4th grade at Parkway 
Manor Elementary 
School and assisted 
as a volunteer coach 
with the Parkland 
Girls Volleyball team 
this past Fall.

Kristin Krause
(2016 Recipient)

Personally touched by the pandemic, I have 
tremendous appreciation for the good that 
always surfaces during tough times. Rather 
than focus on what we don’t have or may 
have missed out on, it is so important to 
live deeper and love more. Challenging 
times drive positive outcomes and we are 
all called to be part of seeing the good in 
everything and everyone. Time is a gift, so 
we have to choose wisely how we spend it.

‘‘ ‘‘

— George Jenkins

Working in the emergency room, I have seen 
very sick patients with covid-19. This virus is 
unlike anything we’ve ever seen before, and 
there have been many times that I felt like I 
couldn’t do anything for these patients and 
their families. I am grateful to be entering 
the nursing field in such a time of need.

‘‘ ‘‘

— Olivia Schantz

The pandemic has truly shifted my priorities. 
I used to be a workaholic and this summer I 
was forced to take a step back and put my 
career on pause, which was a good thing. 
It allowed me to focus on forming quality, 
meaningful relationships, especially my fam-
ily. This realization came at the perfect time 
as my parents became increasingly stressed 
while working on the front lines in healthcare. 
I prioritized them like I have not before.

‘‘ ‘‘
— RJ Corba



Ryan is a Civil Engi-
neer for Dewberry 
Engineers and lives 
in Philadelphia. He is 
a Captain for a team 
in the Justin Sheftel 
Softball Tourna-
ment the “Angela’s 
Angels”.

Ryan Rizzetto
(2012 Recipient)

Ben lives in Manhattan 
working in supply 
chain planning for 
Chobani.

Ben Breiner
(2011 Recipient)

Sydney received 
a degree in archi-
tecture, which has 
taken her all over the 
world, most recently 
on an archeological 
dig in Greece at Mt. 
Lykaion. She lives in 
Philadelphia working 
in the building 
industry.

Sydney Hibshman
(2011 Recipient)

David is in his third 
of a 5-year Urology 
residency program 
at Temple University 
and is planning to 
pursue a practice 
in robotic/urologic 
oncology.

David Strauss
(2010 Recipient)

Lizzy passed the CFP 
exam in March and 
moved into a new 
job at Vanguard as 
a Product Strate-
gist in their retail 
advice business. She 
continues to live in 
Philadelphia.

Elizabeth Andrew
(2012 Recipient)

Callie is a part-time 
as a Registered 
Dietitian, mostly 
in the outpatient 
weight management 
setting. Virtual visits 
are starting to be-
come the norm, but 
she is glad to utilize 
technology.

Callie Krajcir
(2013 Recipient)

Paul lives in the 
Greater Chicago Area 
working as a Senior 
Software Developer 
at Creative Systems 
& Consulting. He is 
pursuing a Masters 
in Computer Science 
from Georgia Tech.

Paul Tajiri
(2013 Recipient)

Paige studied nursing 
at York College and 
she was the secretary 
of her school’s Relay 
for Life chapter and 
the philanthropy 
chairwoman of Phi 
Mu Fraternity.

Paige Muth
(2014 Recipient)

I have been fortunate enough to be doing 
well through the pandemic, but have seen 
the impacts through my girlfriend, who is 
a frontline registered nurse treating covid 
patients in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
Her experiences on the medical front have 
helped me understand the severity of this 
virus and has encouraged me to do my 
part in protecting our families, friends, and 
communities around us.

‘‘ ‘‘
— Ryan Rizzetto

Over the past several months, I’ve still 
been working in the hospital and have 
grown an appreciation for the dedication 
and teamwork needed to get through 
these difficult times.

‘‘ ‘‘

— David Strauss

Jimmy is a math 
teacher at Salisbury 
High School and is 
the JV Boys Soccer 
Coach, Middle 
School Girls Basket-
ball Coach, Assistant 
Track & Field Coach, 
and Student Govern-
ment Advisor. He is 
pursuing an MA in 
Secondary Education.Jimmy Hahn

(2014 Recipient)

As the daughter of a healthcare provider 
and the teacher to 22 students, I have seen 
first-hand how devastating this pandemic 
has been to so many families. As a society, 
we are so fortunate to have so many 
means to support one another during 
these unusual times. Although this has 
been a time of great loss, I do hope the 
spirit of caring and helping continues to 
live among us long after the virus does not.

‘‘ ‘‘

— Caitlin Carlson

Jesus has completed 
the post-bac 
program at the 
College of Science 
and Technology 
in the Advanced 
Core Health Studies 
group. He took the 
MCAT and will start 
medical school at the 
Philadelphia College 
of Osteopathic 
Medicine.

Jesus Alvarado
(2015 Recipient)

Caitlin graduated 
from James Madison 
University with a 
Masters in the Art of 
Teaching in May 2020. 
She is currently living 
in Alexandria, VA 
teaching  fifth grade 
for Fairfax County 
Public Schools.

Caitlin Carlson
(2015 Recipient)

Melissa is currently 
living in Pittsburgh 
where she works as 
an Internal Audit 
Manager at PNC. In 
Melissa’s free time 
she hangs out with 
her pug Winston!

Melissa Lawson
(2010 Recipient)



Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund believes strongly in continuing to honor Justin,
by recognizing his values; Family, Friendship, Teamwork and Service.

Bobby Graduated 
from the University 
of North Carolina 
School of Medicine 
in 2015 and is com-
pleting his General 
Surgery training at 
the University of 
Colorado in Denver.  
He plans to pursue 
a fellowship in Sur-
gical Oncology after 
residency. 

Bobby Torphy
(2007 Recipient)

Bridget is happily 
married and lives in 
Philadelphia. She 
is a CPA and is the 
Manager of Financial 
Reporting at The 
Chemours Company.

Bridget (Kolp) Horn
(2007 Recipient)

Nick graduated with 
a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Microbiology 
from the University 
of Pittsburgh, MBA 
from Fayetteville 
State University, 
and PhD from Duke 
University. Currently, 
he works at Nuventra 
Pharma Sciences and 
lives in Durham, NC.Nick Homa

(2006 Recipient)

Kim is in her fourth 
year as a general 
surgery resident at 
University of South-
ern California and 
applying for a cardio 
thoracic surgery 
fellowship. 

Kimberly Shemanski, MD
(2006 Recipient)

Kale earned his 
MHS degree from 
Johns Hopkins 
School of Public 
Health and is living 
in Philadelphia. He 
works as a senior 
consultant for 
HighPoint Global in 
Baltimore, MD.

Kale Sweeney
(2008 Recipient)

Working in health care and taking care 
of patients with COVID-19 has made for 
a stressful and unpredictable year. I have 
been constantly humbled by the sacrific-
es that so many have made during this 
pandemic, including health care workers, 
hospital staff, teachers, and all front line 
workers, as well as all the people who have 
lost work or had to stay home to try and 
curb the spread of this virus.

‘‘ ‘‘

— Bobby Torphy

Nick is currently 
working towards a 
PhD in Robotics from 
Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity with a focus 
on data mining and 
machine learning.

Nick Gisolfi
(2009 Recipient)

Emily continues to 
live in Philadelphia, 
working Shriners 
Hospital for Children 
as a PA for the past 
four years.

Emily Stankolski
(2008 Recipient)

As my PhD studies focused on virology and 
as I currently work in the drug development 
industry, my connection to COVID-19 is 
a bit different from most others. Despite 
the negative implications of a pandemic, I 
have had the opportunity to be personally 
involved in  the design and conduct of a 
clinical trial for an antiviral therapeutic, and 
I am proud that I have been in a position to 
contribute to that kind of effort.

‘‘ ‘‘

— Nick Homa

Michaeleena is a 
seventh grade math 
teacher at a charter 
school in Allentown. 
She is the proud 
mother of her two-
year-old son and 
still enjoys running, 
hiking and the great 
outdoors!

Michaeleena Cosgrove
(2009 Recipient)

I am currently teaching virtually and it has 
definitely been a major adjustment on life as 
we know it. Many struggles with virtual learning 
but my biggest takeaway is the resiliency of my 
students and their drive to continue their edu-
cation despite the challenges they face. This is 
the driving force in teaching my students each 
and every day. Covid has certainly impacted 
my life, however, I would say that it certainly 
makes me appreciate all that I have in life.

‘‘ ‘‘

— Michaelenna Cosgrove

I have been fortunate to continue working 
throughout the pandemic. Although I am 
not treating COVID-19 patients directly, 
I’ve witnessed the impact it has had on 
hospital systems throughout the city.

‘‘ ‘‘

— Emily Stankolski


